
 

22 SEPTEMBER 2020  PRESS RELEASE 

Innovative Habitat ‘translocation’ underway by new London 

port Tilbury2 

As part of the creation of the new Tilbury2 port, Thames Barges have begun transporting 

thousands of tons of waste ash from the construction site in Tilbury, to a new home a short 

distance down the river at Mucking landfill which will be used as the foundation to recreate 

rare habitats for a number of insects and other invertebrates. There have been 15 barge 

movements of around 14,500 tonnes of fly ash [see images and watch the videos – links 

further below]. 

Tilbury2 is being constructed on brownfield land on the site of the former Tilbury power 

station in Thurrock and the ecology work as part of this is extensive. Parts of this brownfield 

land supported unusual habitats and vegetation that developed partly on waste ‘fly ash’ – a 

by-product from the former coal incinerators and partly on the site of a former factory that 

manufactured Lytag pellets made from the ash.  

Specialist surveys found that these areas, as unsightly as they might seem to the untrained 

eye, were exceptionally important for insects and other invertebrates, as well as unusual 

plants and lichens.  

As part of the Development Consent Order (DCO) for the construction of Tilbury2, the port 

committed to translocating the material that formed the basis of these unusual habitats to a 

new site where it would be allowed to redevelop, recolonise and expand in a more secure 

location. An agreement has been reached with Enovert South Limited, to use land at their 

Mucking landfill for this purpose, as part of that site’s final restoration.  

The recreation of brownfield habitats is novel and rarely attempted, but the port team have 

previous experience of a successful ecology project in the past when they developed a new 

invertebrate habitat as part of the development of land on the edge of Tilbury for the London 

Distribution Park.  

Commenting on this new translocation project, Peter Ward, Commercial Director at the 

Port of Tilbury said: “Ecology is an important part of our Tilbury2 project and we are 



confident that success will be achieved with the Tilbury2 fly ash and Lytag material. The 

ecology work at T2 is extensive and this project at Mucking is a significant part of our 

commitment to ensuring that we provide a successful habitat and environment for the future. 

The Ash is being moved in carefully separated shipments; a thin surface layer containing 

seeds and vegetation fragments and maybe even dormant life stages of some of the special 

invertebrates and a thicker underlying ‘blinding layer’ which will create an all-important low-

fertility surface and prevent the more delicate plants being swamped by vigorous grasses 

and weeds. I hope that this successful relocation creates a suitable habitat for these insects 

and invertebrates to thrive and for people to enjoy.” 

Dominic Woodfield, from the Port’s ecological consultants Bioscan said “We are in an 

important phase of trying to ensure the fascinating brownfield resource at the former Tilbury 

power station site is not lost, but given a new lease of life in a secure location. We hope that 

our previous success at Mucking will be complemented and expanded and that what the port 

and Enovert have delivered there becomes a true hotspot for invertebrate conservation in 

the Thames Estuary, and a jewel in the crown of the Thurrock Thames Nature Park.  

“Monitoring studies in future years will be critical to measuring this success, in the same way 

that they have revealed how the LDP compensation site has already exceeded expectations 

and become a wonderful place to experience the actual and metaphorical buzz that comes 

with standing on a site heaving with bee and other insect activity. This success has been 

achieved through a combination of applied ecological knowledge to the habitat design and 

care of execution, and the same principles apply to the current phase”.  

Mark Silvester, Chief Executive Officer of Enovert, owners of the land at Mucking said: 

“The addition of the Tilbury2 material to our works at Mucking will enhance the final 

restoration of the former landfill site. We’re pleased the Mucking site was chosen to accept 

the material and look forward to seeing the habitat develop within the setting of the wider 

nature park. Movement of the materials via the river and use of our jetty operations adds to 

the environmental credentials of this project.”  

The material is being spread across a large area (equivalent to around twenty football 

pitches) at Mucking landfill, on land that has already been filled with waste and capped. The 

area wraps around the successful LDP compensation site which is around 3.5ha in size. The 

whole area will eventually be managed by Essex Wildlife Trust as part of the Thurrock 

Thames Nature Park and will eventually become accessible to the public.  

Watch the videos here:  

Full length video: https://vimeo.com/pixelworkstudio/review/451424119/fe3fa86232 

Shorter video: https://vimeo.com/458936254/cff1d3adbe 

https://vimeo.com/pixelworkstudio/review/451424119/fe3fa86232
https://vimeo.com/458936254/cff1d3adbe
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Notes to editors: 

About Forth Ports / Port of Tilbury&Tilbury2  

Forth Ports Limited owns and operates Tilbury, alongside seven other commercial ports on the Firth 
of Forth and the Firth of Tay: Grangemouth, Dundee, Leith, Rosyth, Methil, Burntisland and Kirkcaldy.  

 
The Port of Tilbury is the number one UK port for forestry products, construction materials, paper, 
grain, recyclables and warehousing space. The port has a strong market presence in bulk 
commodities, ro-ro, cars and cruise vessels. The port’s London Container Terminal handles a mix of 
short and deep-sea services, is the UK's number four port for containers and has the greatest reefer 
(refrigerated container) point connectivity in Europe. Tilbury's strategic location makes it a natural 
point for distribution, with nearly 20 million people living within 75 miles. Serving the UK's market, the 
port offers customers excellent transport links to and from the UK’s capital and across the South East 
where over 50% of the population live and work. The port is a diverse multi-modal hub, covering 
around 1,100 acres (850 acres and the London Distribution Park, in addition to the Tilbury2 site) and 
is well positioned to access the M25 orbital motorway and the rest of the UK's national motorway 
network. In addition, there are direct rail connections within the port and dedicated barge facilities. 

www.forthports.co.uk  www.tilbury2.co.uk  @forthports 
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