
     

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wilson James expands its construction logistics operation into the Port 
of Tilbury 
 
Wilson James, the leading provider of specialist construction logistics services, has 

announced that it has expanded its warehousing and consolidation capacity into the 

Port of Tilbury, London’s major port. The new facility augments the company’s 

existing London Construction Consolidation Centre (LCCC) and helps it to meet the 

evolving needs of its growing customer base, which requires construction material 

and equipment to be delivered to site in ever-shorter timeframes. 

 

In 2005, Wilson James created the LCCC in East London, which was the first facility of 

its kind and redefined best practice in construction logistics. It continues to be ideally 

located for projects across London and also provides space for contractors to build 

mock-ups, create quality samples and carry out off-site fabrication. As part of a 

strategic objective to enhance its distribution and consolidation capacity, and 

facilitate just in time delivery across the UK, the company assessed all available 

options and decided that the Port of Tilbury offered the most suitable opportunities 

for expansion. 

 

Located on the north bank of the River Thames at Tilbury, Essex, the Port of Tilbury is 

the number one port for construction materials, handling a range of materials from 

aggregates, specialised dry bulk materials to timber; plywood and forest products as 

well as bricks, paving and stone. The port is in a prime location for London and the 

South East, offering easy access to the M25 and the rest of the UK’s national 

motorway network. The busy port has an annual throughput of 16million tonnes per 

annum, which is estimated to value around £8.7bn, and cargoes are spread across an 
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estate in excess of 1,000 acres, with five million square feet of undercover 

warehousing.  

 

‘Put simply, the Port of Tilbury ticked all the boxes,’ explained Keith Winterflood, 

operations director at Wilson James. ‘As well as being strategically located and 

boasting state-of-the-art facilities, it makes importation of overseas goods easier for 

us. Just as importantly, in addition to the excellent transportation links by road and 

rail, we can improve sustainability across our operation through the use of barges on 

the River Thames and other waterways.’  

 

This can significantly lower operational carbon emissions and Winterflood 

continued, ‘50 lorry loads of equipment can fit on one barge and it also gives us the 

ability to transport large and heavy deliveries, which are normally challenging to 

accommodate on London roads. When it’s not possible to use the waterways, the 

Port of Tilbury’s proximity to the M25 allows goods to be dropped off without 

coming into London, which we can then transport using our fleet of electric and fuel 

efficient vehicles.’   

 

This announcement closely follows the UK government’s promise to ‘build, build, 

build' the UK back to economic health. Achieving this requires a flexible, reliable and 

robust supply chain and Wilson James expects to have a major role to play. Its 

expansion into the Port of Tilbury, alongside its LCCC, provides significant 

operational advantages as it continues to add value and refine existing supply chains 

during what is predicted to be a busy period for the construction sector. 

 

The Port of Tilbury’s commercial manager, Alison Hall, commented, ‘We are very 

pleased that Wilson James has chosen the Port of Tilbury as the location for its latest 

consolidation centre. Our unique combination of transportation links will help 

Wilson James remove complexity in the supply chain and reduce journey miles, 

thereby creating a sustainable way to ensure that material and equipment gets to 

where it needs to be, on time. 



     

‘This is an exciting time for the port as we continue to invest in our infrastructure 

and open our new port extension Tilbury2 which will home one of the largest 

construction material terminals in the UK.  

 

‘We look forward to working with Wilson James to provide joint solutions for 

construction projects and support to its existing supply chains that are keen to gain 

from the sustainable benefit the port can offer with our unrivalled train, road and 

sea connections. On average we see a CO2 saving of 95% compared with road when 

barging materials on water. Using water for freight transport also significantly 

removes congestion from London’s roads.’ 

 
For further information please contact:   
Cadence Woodland, E:  Cadence.Woodland@wilsonjames.co.uk, or visit 
www.wilsonjames.co.uk 
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Notes to Editors: 
 
ABOUT WILSON JAMES 
For over 25 years, Wilson James has been a leading provider across three core 
service lines:  
Security: Guarding for locations that demand the highest levels of security across a range 
of industry sectors.  Includes provision of security guards, front of house staff, 
consultancy and personal protection services, amongst others. 
Construction Logistics: Design, planning and delivery of bespoke logistics solutions 
which includes everything from site set up and organisation of accommodation for 
ground staff, to the management of secure materials movement around the 
construction site. 
Aviation: Providing unique solutions to some of the busiest airports in the UK, including 
Transport Operations, PRM, Welcome Services and Secure Logistics. 
 
 
ABOUT FORTH PORTS / PORT OF TILBURY&TILBURY2  
 
Forth Ports Limited owns and operates Tilbury, alongside seven other commercial 
ports on the Firth of Forth and the Firth of Tay: Grangemouth, Dundee, Leith, Rosyth, 
Methil, Burntisland and Kirkcaldy.  
 
The Port of Tilbury is the number one UK port for forestry products, construction 
materials, paper, grain, recyclables and warehousing space. The port has a strong 
market presence in bulk commodities, ro-ro, cars and cruise vessels. The 
port’s London Container Terminal handles a mix of short and deep-sea services, is 
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the UK's number four port for containers and has the greatest reefer (refrigerated 
container) point connectivity in Europe. Tilbury's strategic location makes it a natural 
point for distribution, with nearly 20 million people living within 75 miles. Serving 
the UK's market, the port offers customers excellent transport links to and from the 
UK’s capital and across the South East where over 50% of the population live and 
work. The port is a diverse multi-modal hub, covering around 1,000 acres (850 acres 
and the London Distribution Park, in addition to the Tilbury2 site) and is well 
positioned to access the M25 orbital motorway and the rest of the UK's national 
motorway network. In addition, there are direct rail connections within the port and 
dedicated barge facilities. 
 
Tilbury 2 
The £250m Tilbury2 project consists of the construction of a new port terminal and 
associated facilities and once fully open in late 2020, Tilbury2 will comprise: 

● A roll on/roll off ferry terminal for importing and exporting containers and 

trailers to northern Europe, in partnership with P&O Ferries 

● A facility for importing, processing, manufacturing and distributing construction 

materials 

● A strategic rail terminal which can accommodate the longest freight trains of 

775m 

● Storage areas for a variety of goods, including exported and imported cars. 

● The site will be trusted trader Authorised Economic Operator (AEO) accredited 

and will employ the latest border technology, such as number plate recognition.  

www.forthports.co.uk  www.tilbury2.co.uk  @forthports 
 
 

For Press Information please contact: 
Linda Tyrrell 
PR Account Director 
The Henley Group International Ltd 
T:  01491 570972 
E:  linda@henley.co.uk 
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