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Unicef UK and Entrepreneurial Scotland team up to showcase entrepreneurship as a
force for good
Entrepreneurial Scotland (ES) the leading network and leadership development organisation
and Unicef UK, have joined forces to show the power of entrepreneurism in driving
meaningful solutions to some of society’s toughest challenges.
The partnership highlights the organisations’ shared belief that entrepreneurial thinking is
key to meeting the needs of future generations around the globe, ensuring the best possible
start in their adult life.
As part of the collaboration, ES and the world’s leading children’s charity are planning a
‘Hackathon’ to explore new ideas and solutions. In addition, ES members are invited to take
part in an emergency simulation exercise to gain an insight into the handling of Unicef’s
responses to a humanitarian disaster.
Unicef UK says 15,000 children under five die every day from preventable causes. Meanwhile, 50 million displaced children are on the move today, creating serious challenges for
their future. Such great challenges require innovative and ambitious ideas.





Innovation and entrepreneurship is at the heart of Unicef’s vision to enable children and
young people to survive and thrive. Initiatives include:
Drone technology in Malawi to deliver medical supplies to remote rural areas enabling Unicef
to diagnose and treat children more quickly
Unicef’s Upshift Programme combines workshops, mentoring and funding to support young
social innovators and entrepreneurs
Unicef’s Office of Innovation works with governments and the private sector to support
countries around the world in the use of innovative technology to address some of the
greatest challenges facing today’s children.
Cathy Craig, Commercial and Memberships Director with ES, said: “Unicef UK has
expertise in developing entrepreneurship skills to empower young people around the world
to drive social change. We share their passion for entrepreneurship and we look forward to
using our network to spread the word and learn more about their approach.
“We want to showcase their work with our members. I am sure we have much to learn from
them as they tackle a range of educational, environmental and social issues affecting
children and young people around the world. At the same time, I am sure our incredible
network of visionaries and change makers can support Unicef UK as they face increasingly
complex global challenges impacting children.”

Lucinda Rivers, Head of Unicef UK in Scotland, said: “There are approximately 264
million children and young people around the world who are missing out on formal
education. With quality education and skills, these children and young people can help
transform economies and nations. A fast-changing global economy demands increasingly
specialised skills at a time when many education systems are struggling. Therefore, an
entrepreneurial mind-set is vital.
“The challenge of the evolving global landscape requires us all to adapt and collaborate to
find new solutions, to innovate and be entrepreneurial in order to confront social challenges
and meet the needs of future generations. We look forward to working with ES to share
ideas and new ways of thinking. By starting a conversation about some of these huge
challenges, I am sure we can spark some solutions.”
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Notes to editors
About Entrepreneurial Scotland
Entrepreneurial Scotland is a member network and leadership development organisation
providing opportunities for like-minded ambitious individuals to share experiences and
develop their leadership skills. We aim to inspire, develop and connect Scotland's current
and future leaders to build the most entrepreneurial society in the world.
www.entrepreneurialscotland.com
@entrepscot
About UNICEF
Unicef is the world’s leading organisation for children, promoting the rights and well-being of
every child, in everything we do. Together with our partners, we work in 190 countries and
territories to translate that commitment into practical action, focusing special effort on
reaching the most vulnerable and excluded children, to the benefit of all children,
everywhere.
Unicef UK raises funds to protect children in danger, transform their lives and build a safer
world for tomorrow’s children. As a registered charity we raise funds through donations from
individuals, organisations and companies, and we lobby and campaign to keep children safe.
Unicef UK also runs programmes in schools, hospitals and with local authorities in the UK.
Unicef UK established an office in Scotland in 2015 to support our work for children around
the world and to help the Scottish Government with their ambition to make Scotland the best
place for children to grow up.

